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Known by his alias, "Oliver Stone," John Carr is the most wanted man in America. With two pulls of

the trigger, the men who hid the truth of Stone's past and kept him in the shadows were finally

silenced. But Stone's freedom has come at a steep price; the assassinations he carried out have

prompted the highest levels of the United States Government to unleash a massive manhunt. Joe

Knox is leading the charge, but his superiors aren't telling him everything there is to know about his

quarry-and their hidden agendas are just as dangerous as the killer he's trying to catch. Meanwhile,

with their friend and unofficial leader in hiding, the members of the Camel Club must fend for

themselves, even as they try to protect him. As Knox closes in, Stone's flight from the demons of his

past will take him far from Washington, D.C., to the coal-mining town of Devine, Virginia-and

headlong into a confrontation every bit as lethal as the one he is trying to escape.
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Did Baldacci have some pressing debts to pay? Is he angry with his publisher and trying to get out

of his contract? There must be some solid reason for a skilled writer like Baldacci to turn out a

grotesquerie like "Divine Justice". In a word (and, of course, in my own humble opinion, "Divine

Justice" stinks. Baldacci has ridden his "Oliver Stone" (a/k/a Vietnam war hero and CIA assassin

John Carr) character more or less sucessfully through three prior installments. Oliver Stone has a

past shrouded in mystery, more or less, as he camped out in Lafayette Park across from the White

House for years demanding "truth". He assembled a band of, more or less, misfits around him who



call themselves "The Camel Club" who, more or less, solve major mysteries or prevent this and that,

like the kidnapping of the President or the takeover of the nation by a kook who wants to start a new

world war. Barely believable, but Baldacci has, more or less, pulled it off successfully in the past.

This time, however, Baldacci falls on his face. Oliver Stone needs to get out of Washington. He has,

after all, just shot and killed a US Senator and a former CIA Director. (Not a spoiler: that was the

ending of the last book.) So Stone nee Carr, the master Special Forces guy takes an Amtrak train

from Washington to New Orleans. His use of Amtrak becomes important later in the story at a point

where Baldacci has long lost any ability to convince the reader. Here's this super hotshot guy

getting away from a crime scene by riding Amtrak. No, it doesn't make any sense - and soon makes

even less. Stone steps in to rescue a young man who is being beaten on the train by three toughs.
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